Recent trends in cadaveric renal transplantation.
1. Cadaveric transplantation increased steadily from 1981 through 1986 and then leveled off. The gap between patients awaiting transplant and cadaveric transplants performed increased rapidly after 1986. 2. There has been a trend in the age distribution of cadaveric transplant recipients toward transplantation of older patients. The number of cadaveric transplants to patients 50 and over continued to increase after 1986, while the number to patients under 50 declined. The proportion of transplants to patients 60 and over has shown a particularly dramatic increase. 3. The rate of transplantation is highest in the pediatric age group and declines with age. The rate of transplantation increased in all age groups until 1986 and then declined in all age groups except the 50 and over group. The magnitude of the decline is greatest in the younger age groups. 4. Among all dialysis patients, males have a higher rate of transplantation than females, and Whites have a higher rate than Blacks. These differences in rates increase with increasing recipient age. There are moderate trends toward decreased differences by sex and increased differences by race. 5. Repeat transplants make up about 15% of all cadaveric transplants in 1988, with higher proportions of repeat transplants in the younger age groups. The transplantation rates for repeat transplants has been declining relative to that for first transplants when the relevant pool of dialysis patients is used. For the 50 and over age group, the repeat transplant rate was 3.6 times as high as the first transplant rate in 1988. 6. Compared to the general population, cadaver transplant donors are younger, less often female, and less often Black. There has been a trend toward older donors and toward a smaller difference by sex. 7. There has been a trend toward fewer nephrectomies and splenectomies prior to transplantation. 8. There are no clear time trends in sharing of organs among transplant centers and only a slight increase in the proportion of transplants with 0 HLA-antigen mismatches.